Drug Classes and Schedules
Name_______________________________per_________
Use your forensics book or the online resources listed at the bottom of the page to answer the following questions. 
1. Explain how being psychologically dependant on a drug differs from being physically dependent.

2. For the following categories of drugs describe the effects of the drug on the human body, whether the drugs tend to be physically or psychologically addictive and give some common examples:

a. Narcotics -

b. Hallucinogens – 

c. Depressants – 

d. Stimulants

e. Anabolic Steroids – 

f. Inhalants

3. The federal law known as the Controlled Substances Act has established five schedules for the classification for controlled dangerous substances.  What is the purpose of this law?

4. There are five schedules of classification of drugs.  For each schedule, describe the potential for abuse, psychological or physical dependence, medical value and penalties for individual trafficking for the drugs in that category and give some examples.  

Schedule I – 

Schedule II – 

Schedule III – 

Schedule IV – 

Schedule V -   
When an analyst first encounters an unknown drug it may be any one of a thousand or more commonly used drugs along with additives such as sugar, starch, or quinine. Screening tests are first used to reduce the possibilities to a small manageable number.  The second phase of analysis can then occur in which a scientist can pinpoint and confirm a drug’s identity.  Forensic scientists rely on several tests including: color tests, microcrystalline tests, chromatography, spectrophotometry, and mass spectrometry.
1. There are five color tests used for common drugs mentioned on.  Name these five tests, what drug they are used for, and what color change occurs to indicate a positive identification.
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2. Explain the microcrystalline test.  How can diluents (additives) affect the results?
3. The different classes of drugs are described.  For each of the descriptions below, indicate the class of drug (narcotic, stimulant, etc.) for which the behavior is most characteristic.  Also name at least one drug that would produce the described effect.  
a. Slurred speech, slow reaction time, impaired judgement, reduced coordination.
b. Intense emotional responses, anxiety, altered sensory perceptions.

c. Alertness, feeling of strength and confidence, rapid speech and movement, decreased appetite.

d. Drowsiness, intense feeling of well-being, relief from pain.

4. Following are descriptions of four hypothetical drugs.  According to the Controlled Substances Act , under which drug schedule would each substance be classified (I, II, III, IV, or V)?
a. This substance has a high potential for psychological dependence, it currently has accepted medical uses in the United States, and the distributor is not required to report to the Drug enforcement Administration.

b. This drug has medical use in the United States, is not limited by manufacturing quotas, and may be exported without a permit.

c. This drug must be stored in a vault or safe, requires separate record keeping, and may be distributed with a prescription (Rx.).

d. This drug may not be imported or exported without a permit, is subject to manufacturing quotas, and currently has no medical use in the United States.
Web resources:
Database of information about the use and effects of 24,000 different drugs

www.drugs.com 
National Institutes on Drug Abuse

www.nida.nih.gov
Drug Schedules (List of Substances classified under each section of the U.S. federal narcotics laws)

www.mspta.com/dre/pdf/Drug_Schedules.pdf
Chromatography

antoine.frostburg.edu/chem/senese/101/matter/chromatography.shtml

Spectrophotometry

www.chm.davidson.edu/ChemistryApplets/spectrophotometry/Spectrophotometry.html
