Forensic Science Syllabus 2016 – 2017
Teacher:  Mrs. Leah Roskin
Room: 125


Email:  Leroskin@cps.edu
Website: roskinlanetech.weebly.com
Course Description:  Forensic science is defined as “the application of science to the just resolution of legal issues” by the American Academy of Forensic Sciences.  Learning in this course will begin by the acquisition of basic scientific knowledge.  These principles will then be applied and authenticated through the discussion of realistic scenarios, laboratory experiments, internet research activities and case study examples.


Prerequisites:  Junior or senior; at LEAST 3.00 GPA; taken Biology and Chemistry previously with either an ‘A’ or ‘B’ in honors, or an ‘A’ in regular; good organizational skills; great work ethic.

Text:  Saferstein, Richard. Forensic Science: An Introduction. Second ed. Boston, MA: Pearson/Prentice Hall, 2011.
Content of Class:  Due to the nature of this subject, there will be occasions when our class discussions and topics will be of a more graphic nature than is found in most science courses. Crime scene photos may be presented by the instructor or by guest presenters. Students will be notified of the presentation of any such materials and will not be forced to participate if they feel uncomfortable.

Materials: 

· Three ring binder (at LEAST 1”)

· Dividers with tabs for binder (at LEAST 5)

· Notebook paper, pens and pencils

· Folder to hold unpunched papers

· Scientific calculator

· Lab notebook (graph paper)
Examination and Grading Policy:  
Major examinations will be given after each unit of material studied in this class. In most cases, this will involve a series of related topics. Expect five or more major exams each semester of this class. The final exams will cover the major content of all the material studied in the lecture component of this course. Grades will be determined as follows:


· Tests: 20%

· Midterm Exam: 5%

· Final Exam:  10% 
· Labs:   20%

· Quizzes:   15%

· Homework: 15%

· Projects:   15%

Important Grading Information:

· Grades will be updated online on a weekly basis – keep track of your own progress and let me know right away if I have made an error.   I am human and make mistakes.  You are responsible for keeping all graded assignments in the event of a bookkeeping error. 

· Labs, projects and problem sets turned in on the first day back after an excused absence receive full credit.  Any labs, projects and problem sets turned in up to one week late, will receive a 50% penalty.  Labs, projects and problem sets turned in more than one week late will receive no credit.
Attendance:  
· Daily work will include activities, participation, and labs- you must be present!  What you learn in class will build from one day to the next.  Every absence from class will hurt your ability to understand the material.  

· I follow the school’s absence policy.  If sick, be sure to turn in doctor’s notes to the attendance office.

· Do not expect to make up class activities and labs.  Be pro-active when you are absent from lab!  See Mrs. Roskin immediately upon your return.  

· Tests can be made up during lunch and this must be done within 2 days of returning to school or you will receive a zero on the exam.  Speak with Mrs. Roskin immediately if you miss an exam or quiz.  

· In the event of a long absence, please contact Mrs. Roskin as soon as possible to discuss the situation.

Tardies:

· If you arrive after the bell you are tardy. Tardies are recorded daily. 

· 3 tardies = one unexcused absence and you owe Mrs. Roskin a lunch period for lab clean up duty.

· Failure to complete tardy lab cleanup duty will result in a 10% penalty on your final average.

Lab Work:

On average, we will be doing lab activities once a week.  Labs are your best opportunity to work with the forensic concepts in action and should be taken seriously.  Students will work with partners and in groups.  Safety procedures must be followed at all times.  Students will also be required to wear protective eye equipment.  Lab reports will usually be due 1 week after the completion of the lab. 
Expect open – lab notebook quizzes. Therefore, take good notes in your lab notebook. Prior to each lab day, you will need to spend some time reading the laboratory handout. This will provide background information and an outline of the procedures to be performed. If you do not do this, you will find yourself wasting large amounts of class time, and annoying both your lab partners and your instructor. You will also find it difficult to answer the pre-lab questions that must be turned in each day.

In order to get full benefit from the course as a whole, you will need to read the laboratory handouts, and you should participate as much as possible in the discussions. You should ask questions in or out of class. You should also try to participate in the actual lab work (and not simply allow your lab partners to do things for you). The more effort you put into the course work, the more you will learn. The class is an opportunity to learn valuable skills; take full advantage of it!

Other stuff:

· Cell phones & other devices- No cell phone or other electronic device may be on or in use during class.  All cell phones & other devices in use will be confiscated in accordance with Lane Tech cell phone policy.  

· Copying and plagiarism are not tolerated and will result in a zero for ALL parties involved.  Learn the difference between helping, sharing and cheating.  THIS IS IMPORTANT!

· Dress code- You must follow the guidelines in your Lane Tech student planner. 

· ID’s- Your visible and current ID must be worn around your neck at all times.  

· All school rules will be enforced.

SYLLABUS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT PLEDGE

I have read and understand the syllabus for Mrs Roskin's 2016-2017 forensic Science class.  I promise to do my best to help my child achieve by checking to make sure she/he does her/his homework and studies for class.  I have also read the paragraph regarding the graphic topics and do not have concerns about the content of the course.  If I have any questions or concerns about my child's performance, I understand that I am always welcome to contact Mrs. Roskin at Leroskin@cps.edu.
Is there anything else you feel might be useful to me as a teacher in helping your child? 

What do you consider to be one area of strength for your son/daughter?

Is your child available before or after school for tutoring? If so, what days of the week?

_______________________________


       _______________________________                                                      

Parent’s name  (please print)


                       Best telephone number to reach you

_______________________________


     _______________________________

Parent’s Signature





Best e-mail address to reach you


I have read and understand the syllabus for Ms. Roskin's 2016-2017 Forensic Science class.  I promise to do my best to succeed by doing my homework and studying for class.  If I have any questions or concerns about my performance, I understand that I am always welcome to discuss the situation with Mrs. Roskin.

Student Name







Signature
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